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and furnished for the purpose; the men who frequented
it were made to feel a sense of responsibility and pro-
prietorship. Dr. McCosh gave his constant personal
supervision to the enterprise, and the place soon became
popular. Many were preserved from temptation, and
the organizer felt amply repaid for his labors in the
opportunities he found for the study of human character,
which in its different phases was the subject-matter of
his investigations. In fact, he looked upon such observa-
tion of mankind, which to many others would be casual,
not merely as instructive amusement but as the indispen-^
sable complement of his metaphysical speculations.

Probably the most important of Dr. McCosh's avoca-
tions was the scientific study of educational systems in
their relation to the people. The inhabitants of Belfast,
which is a great manufacturing centre, and confessedly
the most enterprising town in Ireland, were much like
those of similar cities elsewhere. The Scotch professor
found himself at home among them from the beginning,
for they seemed to him refined and highly intelligent;
taste and culture being fostered by the Eoyal Academical
Institution, which they had founded for the purpose. In
their manners he found them to combine the stability of
the Scotch with the liveliness of the Irish, very many of
the upper classes being, in fact, of Scottish origin. The
successful and wealthy families, like those of Great
Britain, were aristocratic and exclusive, and during the
American War of the Rebellion, then raging, they sym-
pathized for the most part, like the English upper classes,
with the South. In this, Dr. McCosh was utterly op-
posed to them, and he made himself heard with no
uncertain sound. The plain people, on the other hand,ladel-atly hitlped tlio faith of his students.r, wti to                                  tiiwabstract thought,
